[image: image1.jpg]OCEAN
BLUE





PRESS RELEASE 
Ocean Blue Software’s new MHEG-HD demo supports development of highest level of interactivity and advanced viewing experience for Digital TV viewers
Ocean Blue Software, a leading provider of world class software solutions for the digital home, has released its MHEG-HD demo application for digital TV. MHEG is the world’s leading interactive service technology and the MHEG-HD extension further advances the range of information and services that can be delivered to TV viewers.
“Our new MHEG-HD demo will enable developers to visualise the effects delivered by the HD extension so that they can design the most compelling digital TV applications,” said Ken Helps, CEO of Ocean Blue Software. “Our demo will be significant in assisting the industry to advance seamlessly into MHEG-HD. Ocean Blue’s Voyager MHEG-5 software is ready for integration into digital televisions and set top boxes and gives developers a quick route to the MHEG HD market.”
With Voyager MHEG-5, Ocean Blue can offer enhancements and options for MHEG, which enable chipset vendors to increase the speed and operation of the software by utilising chipset accelerators which may be present as part of their existing chipset/hardware platform.
MHEG-HD will deliver advanced levels of interactivity and an enhanced viewer experience for weather, financial markets and news headlines etc. as well as support services and information for relevant TV programmes such as food and travel programmes, programme synopsis’ and EPG’s (Electronic Programme Guides).

Ocean Blue Software’s suite of products has been developed to UK DTG (Digital Terrestrial Group) and ETSI (The European standards group) standards, which are recognised internationally. DTG, with assistance from Ocean Blue, is finalising the new specification for HD support functions within MHEG-5. 
In Asia, Ocean Blue has been involved with Hong Kong’s Applied Science and Technology Research Institute Company Limited’s (ASTRI)-led Digital Living Consortium. The company has been working closely with TVB and ASTRI to help establish the Hong Kong MHEG-5 profile 1.0 and will continue to assist in the development of the next version of the profile.
“As a specialist digital TV software developer, Ocean Blue offers services to assist in the integration and support of our software components into clients' consumer electronic digital TV products. We look forward to working with developers in Asia to bring exciting new MHEG-HD applications to market. Our approach is to constantly strive to create and maintain longevity of business relationships with our clients, by providing quality products and services at competitive prices. We provide clients with quality control, test methodologies and full access 24/7 to our conformance test labs,” concluded Helps.

MHEG developers interested in receiving and seeing the demo application may email

Gail.rennolds@oceanbluesoftware.co.uk to obtain a copy.
Screen images are available on request.
Notes:
Ocean Blue’s software products stand out in terms of maturity, usability and operability; they have taken over 50 man-years of development effort and been thoroughly field tested. Hundreds of thousands Ocean Blue products are in proven, reliable operation, worldwide today.
Ocean Blue's Voyager software system MHEG-5 & DSM-CC is the standard mandated middleware solution for Freeview digital TV receivers. Voyager is the result of over 14 man-years of software development and is fully tested and has been deployed for many years. The MHEG-5 & DSM-CC software was developed in the standard C programming language and is thus portable to many different operating systems and hardware computing platforms.

Ocean Blue's Sunrise is a suite of integrated software products, which provides all the functionality for receiving both analogue and digital video & audio on digital set top boxes and televisions. 

Ocean Blue's Surfsoft Freeview + PVR system software is a content management system for hard disk-based set top boxes. Surfsoft’s many features and functions include time shift, trick modes, index, search, retrieve, save, record, timed recording and pause.

About Ocean Blue Software

Ocean Blue Software is based in Bristol & Hong Kong and specialises in the development, distribution and support of world-class software solutions, which are incorporated into Digital TV consumer electronics products, present in the Digital Home. Ocean Blue’s software products stand out in terms of maturity, usability, operability and adherence to international digital broadcast standards, notably DVB and DTG. Ocean Blue is also active in both DTG & DVB assisting in the development of industry standards for Digital Video Recorders (DVR), DVB-H, DVB-SH, MHEG HD support. Ocean has recently opened a sales & development centre in Hong Kong.  
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